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Christmas 2020 Newsletter 

New Normal 

 
This year is very different 

from any other and we 
are all doing a great job 

adapting to the new rules and 
measures put in place for the 

students’ safety.  
Wearing masks in class and in 

the school building, 
and sanitising as much as we 

can to protect others and     
prevent the spread of this              

virus.  Masks prevent 95% of 
the spread of covid-19. We 

need to stick together during 
this hard time, so keep  wearing 

your masks and don’t forget 
to sanitise in and out of       

classrooms  because we all 
want a normal Christmas    

without  having to worry about 
the virus.  

SVP Festive Friday 

Thank you to all students and staff of 

BCS who wore their Christmas        

colours on Friday 18th of December 

and donated €2 towards a very     

worthy cause.   

Leaving Cert Results 

Congratulations to all the Leaving Certs who  

received their results on the 7th of  September. 

We hope everyone was happy with their grades 

and we wish them well in the future. 

The Voice 

This year, the TY students in Ms. Flannery’s English 
class are working hard to create a bumper              

entertaining yearbook, the first in three years. We 
are working on an all-new design, including new             

interviews with teachers and students. There will be      
brilliant photography, cracking jokes and a great          

collection of memories from this year. Make sure to 
grab a copy in May!   

New Teachers 

We would like to give a big BCS welcome to 

our new teachers in the school. We 

hope that Ms. Langan, Ms. Lally,                     

Ms. U Costello, Ms. O’Boyle, Ms. R Costello, 

Ms. Gannon, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. O’Carroll,         

Ms. Pryce &  Mr. McDonagh enjoy their time 

here with us.  

First Years  

All of us at Ballinrobe Community School would like to  welcome the 142 first years to our school. We 

hope you will all have a happy and safe six years here in Ballinrobe Community School. 

 

 

Big Brother Big Sister 

Big Brother Big Sister has started up again. Every 

Wednesday, six TY students take six First Years out of 

their pastoral care class to play games and develop new 

friendships. It is a great way for the First Years to                     

become comfortable in their new school and have an 

older “big brother or big sister” to look after and mentor 

them and help them settle in to a new school                 

environment.  

 

Readathon 

The Ballinrobe staff took part in raising funds for the MS Charity by 

taking part in a readathon. For the month of November the   

teachers read as much as they could and raised €2,178 to help 

fund support services for people living with MS and their families. 

All the money raised went towards MS  support services.   

Past Pupils’ Senior Debut 

Congratulations to Tommy Conroy (The Neale GAA) and Oisín Mullin (Kilmaine GAA) LC 2018 on earning their first of many Mayo 

Senior Football team starts. The two young men were heavily involved in Ballinrobe Community School’s All-Ireland victory only a 

few short years ago. Up Mayo!  



 

 Tidy Towns 

The TYs are partaking in the tidy 

towns programme and are helping to 

keep our local area free of rubbish. 

Each week a group of students go 

down the town with their rubbish 

bags and rubbish pickers and they 

start picking any litter they see. 

Hospice Charity Shop 

A few TYs have been chosen to help in the charity 

shop in town. They tag clothes, sort through  and 

steam the clothes. Working here has helped with their 

communication and organisational skills. Students are 

helping the community and they are enjoying having 

this opportunity to help others.    

 

Gaisce 

Transition Year students have signed up for 

the Gaisce programme this year. 

The Gaisce programme is offering students a chance 

to improve and develop their mental and physical 

wellbeing as well as being more  involved in their 

community. By challenging students for one hour a 

week to do all sorts of activities for 13 

weeks, Gaisce is helping  students realise what they 

are capable of. Lá Gaisce took place on October 

21st this year.  

 

 

Green Schools 

Due to Covid- 19, Green schools hasn't been as active as in previous 

years. Refill bottles have been introduced this school year to reduce 

the amount of single-use plastic bottles for €4. We have new water 

dispensers. New ideas to reduce waste and 

carbon emissions are always welcome at 

Green schools. 

Stagewise Awards 

All at BCS are proud of last year’s musical           

Oklahoma winning best stage management in the 

Stagewise Awards 2020. Well done to everybody       

involved.  

 

 

TY Environmental Workshop 

All TYs completed an environmental workshop in the 

month of November. They learned all about how our    

environment is being affected by our life choices and what  

consequences these choices will have down the 

road. 

Huts 

The Huts are a new structure built around the school.   

Students can hang out in the huts 2m apart or take                           

shelter within them when it rains wearing a mask.  

Christmas QR Hunt Karaoke 

TY3 and Ms. Langan have created a Christmas QR hunt for all the students in the 

school to partake in at a cost of 2 euro. The hunt consists of 23 QR codes which 

unlock a recording of a teacher singing a Christmas song and you have to guess 

who to win a Lakes Gift Card. 

‘Worth It’ 

Thank you to Amy Keane for delivering a workshop to all of our TY 

girls about female empowerment. Module one of the ‘Worth It’ 

programme was thoroughly enjoyable, we can’t wait to  extend 

the course after Christmas.  
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Mayo Debating Champions 

The debating team, coached by Ms.     
Esther Burke were delighted to be       

successful again this year in an online 
debate final on December 11th,           

organised by Mayo Association Dublin. 
The team defended their title against St. 
Joseph’s Castlebar, St. Gerald’s Castlebar 
and Scoil Mhuire agus Padraig Swinford. 
The team Julia Dubai & Stephen Maye,         

supported by Cian Mc Darby & Eryk 
Brzozowski did excellent work opposing 

the motion                                                

‘That this House believes the highpoint of Trumpism is passed’.  

Halloween Fancy Dress 

On the last day before the Halloween break the teachers all decided to 

dress up and spook a few students. Some of the teachers and their          

costumes are shown. More to follow in  the yearbook 

Ms Feeney: Christmas tree 

Ms Reddin: Mad Hatter 

Mr Coen: The Joker 

Mr McDonagh: Cowboy 

Ms Kane: Nun 

Mr Conlon: Batman 

Mini Companies 2021 

The TY students have been working creatively over the last few months coming up with their own mini    

companies, which they hope to profit from or possibly even make a successful company out of. All the entrepreneurial ideas are listed here: 

Footwear dryers (Bootfresh), Wireless earphones, Football cleaners, Personalised cups, Jogger pants, TY tournament, Training gear, Football 

windcheaters, Custom jewellery, Football training tops & jerseys, Football socks, Honey scrub, Hoodies, Lip balm, Care kits, Event management 

company, Masks, Crew neck tops, Gloves and Tank tops, Custom phone cases, Hoodies/phone cases, TY hoodies, Boot 

bags with club crest, Christmas cards, Quilt jumpers, Defibrillator info website and more Hoodies and crew neck tops. 

Bootfresh 

Two TYs have come up with an     

innovative idea to dry damp  

footwear. If you are tired of your 

shoes never drying, we have  

created a sock that relieves your 

boots of dampness and odours 

just over twice as fast as natural 

drying. The cost of this product is 

only €12 and you can reuse it 

over and over again.  

Debaters: Stephen & Julia 
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BT Young Scientist 

Tamara Schulte, Katie Fraser &        

Siobhan McGrath will represent BCS at 

the BT Young Scientist  exhibition in 

January. 550 projects from around 

Ireland will be judged. The girls       

developed an exciting project on AEDs 

(defibrillators) in the community. 

Thank you to all the teachers who  

supported them. Fingers crossed.  
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Ballinrobe U-16 South A 

Congratulations to all involved in Ballinrobe’s south A 

championship win over Claremorris on a score line of   

4-14 to 1-5. Captain Darragh Lynch was presented with 

the south A cup by the president of the south board 

Padraig Costello.     

GAA Future Leaders Schools Programme with Martin Murphy, local referee 
GAA TY Future Leaders Programme 

TY students have started their Future Leaders Programme. This sets them up with   

useful skills for life such as  communication and leadership skills to help them in the 

future. The programme covers multiple areas such as coaching, nutrition and 

sports journalism. The TYs will speak to a member of Connacht GAA to talk about being 

a referee and the responsibilities involved.  

Mayo Minors  

Congratulations to Adam Flannery, Garry Mellett and   

Ronan Hughes on successfully being chosen for the 

Mayo minor team in this strange year. Ballinrobe GAA 

and The Neale GAA are both very proud of their young 

rising stars.  

                                                Virtual Open Night Video 

Transition year students have been working hard for the past few weeks putting together a virtual open day for the incoming first years who are 

not able to enter the building for an open night due to covid-19 health guidelines. The students have been trying to include                               

everything associated with BCS, whilst also trying to promote each subject and make the sixth class feel welcome. The video will be sent out 

soon to parents and students.   

This edition of the newsletter was written by the students in Ms. Flannery’s Transition Year English 

class and edited by Mr. Diarmuid Duffy TY1. We hope everyone at BCS has a very happy and safe        

Christmas and we wish everyone a brighter 2021. 

Naughton Scholarship 

Congratulations to Ewan Duffy on receiving the Naughton Scholarship. Each year 

36 students from across the whole of Ireland receive 

the Naughton Scholarship from the Naughton Foundation consisting of a bursary 

worth 5000 euro each year, for four years. Ewan received this scholarship for his excellent     

results in the STEM subjects (Science Technology  Engineering Maths) in Leaving Cert 2020.    

Petersburg Outdoor Centre 

On the 19th & 20th of  October the TY students  

explored Petersburg in Clonbur. The two groups  

completed stand-up paddle boarding and the  

obstacle course. Despite the weather  everyone   

enjoyed their time. First years also enjoyed an     

Adventure Day held here in school by the         

Petersburg team.  

School Training 

Senior training for boys began on Friday 

27th October. Championship will begin 

in 2021. Mr Egan has a big panel of talented players to 

work with this year. 

Late Late Show 

Well done to Ronan Hughes one of our 5th year students who was on the 

Late Late Show showing his TY mini company, which he has turned into a         

growing business selling sports gear, Hughesy Sports.     

New Lakes Gift Card 

A group of four TY boys have created a promotional video 

for the new Lakes Card in the local area, The video is    

posted on the Lakes Card Facebook page and is well worth 

a watch. Well done lads. 

Local referee Martin Murphy with Transition Year students 

International Athletics 

BCS wishes to heartily congratulate LC student Seren 

O’Toole who has received an international call up to the Irish 

squad for the Women’s and Mixed 4x400m squads for the 

upcoming European and World U20 Championships. Seren 

has won many national titles and has represented Ireland in 

the past. Good luck Seren! 


